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course of it I said that, according to instruction I had received,
to-da/s session must be the last one and that the only thing left
to them is either to accept or reject the final and irrevocable decision
of our Emperor. I am almost certain that they will yield to His
Majesty's will.
And later in the day, I conveyed joyful news in the fol-
lowing despatch:
I have the honour to report to your Imperial Majesty that Japan
has accepted our demands regarding peace conditions. Thus peace
will be restored owing to your wise and firm decisions and in exact
conformity with your Majesty's plans- Russia in the Far East will
remain a Great Power, which she has been hitherto and which she
will forever remain. In executing your orders we have exerted all
the powers of our intelligence and Russian heart. Graciously forgive
us for not having been able to achieve more.
The peace treaty was signed September 5, 1905, at 3
p. rn.
On the eve of the last day of the Conference I had been
still in the dark as to whether the treaty would be signed
by the Japanese. My sleep was obsessed with nightmares
and interrupted by intervals of praying and weeping. My
mind was a house divided against itself. I was aware that
the conclusion of peace was imperative. Otherwise, I felt,
we were threatened by a complete debacle, involving the
overthrow of the dynasty, to which I was and am devoted
with all niy heart and soul I knew I did not bear the
slightest particle of guilt for this terrible war. On the con-
trary, I did all I could to oppose it. Yet It fell to my lot to
be instrumental in concluding this treaty, which, when all is
said, was a heavy blow to our national amour-fropre. I
knew that all the responsibility for the treaty would be
placed on me, for none of the members of the ruling clique,
let alone Emperor Nicholas, would confess the crimes they
had committed against their country and against God. Nat-
urally, I could not help being greatly depressed. I do not